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Dear Colleagues in the Study of Religion:

The advising period for Interim, Summer, and Fall semesters, 2007, begins just
after Spring break, March 18th through March 30th. You may make an
appointment to meet with me during that time by reserving a slot on the sign-
up sheet in the Religious Studies office, Manly 212. I'm also creating an
additional sign-up sheet for the week before Spring break for those of you who
want to get a jump on things. If you'd like to stop by at any other time before
or after the advising period, my regular office hours are from 3:30-4:30 on
Tuesdays in Manly Hall, room 206, and from 3:30-4:30 on Thursdays in
Carmichael Hall, room 101A. I'd like to suggest that you bring a Religious
Studies Major or Minor form with you for advising, so we can compose a clear
picture of where you stand in relation the departmental requirements
appropriate to your catalogue year. These forms are available from the
Religious Studies office. IF YOU NEED TO SUBSTITUTE COURSES TO
MEET GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS, please let me know about this
immediately. The Registrar's Office has instituted a2 new procedure that I hope
will benefit us all and cut down on anxiety as graduation time approaches.

Allow me the pleasure of reminding you about the lectures to be presented by
the department this spring. Our annual Aronov Lecture this year will feature
wotld-renowned scholar of religion, Tomoko Masuzawa, from the University of
Michigan. On March 7, 2007, Dr. Masuzawa will present her lecture " "Retum
of the What?—or Why We Should Care about the (Mere) Concept of Religion."
This will take place from 7-9:30 p.m. in the Gorgas Library, Room 205. A
reception will follow the lecture and discussion.

Then on April 5, 2007, Professor Ted Smith from this university’s Department
of Political Science will present a Religion in Culture Lecture from 3-5 p.m. in
the Gorgas Library, Room 205.

The Department also sponsors Religion in Culture Lunchtime discussions. The
first of these featured Dr. McCutcheon, who led a discussion on Jonathan Z.
Smith's contribution to the field of Religious Studies. Future discussions will
feature Dr. Ramey on February 28th and me on March 21st. These programs
offer a chance to meet with teachers and scholars in a variety of settings, both
formal and relaxed. Ritually speaking, they also offer an occasion for the social
construction of community. Ilook forward to seeing you there!

For more information about these and other department-sponsored activities,
please consult the Events section of the Religious Studies web page:
http: .25.ua. rel sk

With best wishes to you for an enjoyable and rewarding semester.

Dr. Theodore Trost
Religious Studies Department Acsdemic Advisor



