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COURSE DESCRIPTION

“Examines the function of religion in culture; as a Core Humanities course,
the goal is for all students to learn to define, describe, and compare in a non-
evaluative manner so as to discover similarities and differences in various forms of
human behavior.”



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The main learning objectives revolve around the geographic and historical
breadth of the material covered and the intellectual skills that will be required in
higher level courses — whether within or outside the Department of Religious
Studies. Hence:

1.

To learn to demarcate a specific area of culture as religion, thereby
understanding how to define a subject area for purposes of intellectual

inquiry.

To learn how the academic study of religion intersects with, benefits
from, and contributes to the work carried out in other areas of the
human sciences.

To learn to describe the beliefs, behaviors, and institutions of two or
more religions from different cultural regions and historical periods, in
this case “Judaism” and “Christianity.”

To learn the descriptive vocabulary and major historical developments
relevant to each religion being studies.

To learn empathy to describe differing cultural materials in a non-
normative manner.

To learn initial skills required to compare the descriptive materials by
juxtaposing them in novel ways to find unanticipated similarities and
differences.

To learn a technical, comparative vocabulary, such that a collection of
taxonomic markers are acquired and understood and used to group
together descriptive material specific to each religion.

To learn initial skills required to analyze cross-cultural similarities and

differences, offering either an interpretive or explanatory account of the
results of the comparative work.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Seth D. Kunin (2003). Religion: The Modern Theories. Baltimore and
London: The Johns Hopkins University Press. ISBN 0-8018-7728-8

Seth D. Kunin (Ed.) (2006). Theories of Religion: A Reader. New Brunswick:
Rutgers University Press. ISBN 0-8135-3965-X






