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Dear Religious Studies Majors, Minors, and Judaic Studies Minors!

Welcome and welcome back to campus! This has been an unbelievably hectic
Fall for all of us — despite the setbacks of both Katrina and Rita! As you
already know, in addition to everything else, there have been major changes
departmentally: We have said farewell to Professor Kurtis Schaeffer (Hint,
Hint: He may be returning to visit us sometime in the not-too-distant future!)

-who is now a member of the faculty at the University of Virginia,

Charlottesville, and have welcomed Professors Rob Stephens and Maha
Marouan into our midst (Hint, Hint: If you have not already done so, take the
opportunity to stop by and introduce yourselves to both of them!).

We have already had the pleasure of our Annual Aronov Lecturer, Professor
Amy-Jill Levine of Vanderbilt University, Nashville. More speakers are
coming up! Don’t forget to check our website (www.as.ua.edu/rel) on a very
regular basis for updates about everything going on here on the second
Sloor of Manly Hall.

|

INUNDERGRADUATE ADVISING!!!

The most important item in this letter to you.

#1: As you all (y’all?) know, Dr. Trost, our Department Advisor is away in
the wilds of Canada this academic year on sabbatical, and yours truly is the
Interim Faculty Advisor in his absence. If there is anyone receiving this
missive (i.e. letter) who has not yet introduced himself/herself to me, now is
the time!

#2: Special Note to Juniors and Seniors: Knowing that you very much
probably want to graduate before you retire, remember that the College of
Arts & Sciences needs you to stop by for a Junior Audit to make sure you are
on track, and, again, a Senior Audit the semester prior to your tentatively-
scheduled graduation. It is your responsibility to take care of this (and ours to
help you solve any problems which may arise)!

#3: |Advising Period is October 17-28 We will be posting in thd '
Department’s Main Office (212 Manly) a clipboard with days and timesl
for you to sign up to meet with me prior to Registration. Because I will]
be away from Campus attending a Conference the 27" and 28", I/we wml
make every attempt to schedule you at a mutually-convenient time.|

Make sure to check the outer office, and, once the clipboard is up, sign up|

post-haste!




#4: Included with this letter is a listing of our Spring Semester Courses with descriptions. The
doors are open: In addition to your signing up, don’t forget to recommend what we do here to
your colleagues and classmates who have yet to experience the very best department on campus!

Here goes:

Professor McCutcheon: REL 341 Emergence, Origins, Creation Myths
Professor Jacobs (that’s me!) REL 224 Judaism
REL 347 Jewish-Christian Relations
Professor Murphy REL 235 Native American Religions
REL 372 Nietzsche on Religion
REL 490* Capstone Senior Seminar: Theorizing Religion
Professor Stephens REL 100* Introduction to Religious Studies
REL 105* Honors Introduction to Religious Studies
REL 208 Hinduism

Professor Marouan REL 100* Introduction to Religious Studies

REL 237 African American Religion in History and Fiction
Professor Green REL 112 Introduction to New Testament
Professor Schuber REL 234 Women and Spirituality (WS234)

*Both REL 100 (or REL 105) and REL 490 are required for a// REL majors and minors.

Lastly — before wishing you a GRRRRRRRRRREAT Semester (a la Tony the Tiger!) — I, also,
want to mention the forthcoming lecture series on campus addressing the scientific and currently
controversial topic of evolution and its implications and parameters. Check the university
website (www.ua.edu) for full particulars.

exeryone!
— D\
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